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sopher of Baroda, he had a lively companion; Dr. Mayer
supplied the interest of serious conversation, but even
two swallows do not make a summer! Rest was what was
chiefly needed, the quiet of a settled life, surrounded by
agreeable company. The Maharaja was never long
enough in any one place to obtain either the one or the
other. The distraction of acquaintances could not take
the place of the society of friends. England, where he had
a home and many friends, was the only place where he
could have had both rest and society, but unfortunately
the English climate did not suit him, or his physical
condition persuaded him that it did not. The voyage
brought him what his eight months3 quest had failed to
find, and his staff delightedly exclaimed that he looked
more 'like Hubert* than he had looked for the last ten
years.

On the 23rd November 1921 the Prince of Wales
arrived in Baroda for a two days' visit as the guest of the
Maharaja. It is matter of history that the Prince's reception
in British India had been none too cordial, and although
it was vehemently declared that no affront was intended
to the Prince's person, it must have been some relief to
him to exchange the tension of Bombay for the freedom
of Baroda. The Maharaja had given up Lakshmi Vilas
Palace to the Prince, and himself retired to Makarpura.
The time was occupied by the usual formalities, varied
by a garden-party and a buck-hunt with hunting cheetas,
which though not unique is a characteristic feature of
Baroda entertainment. At the customary State banquet
His Highness dwelt upon the loyalty of his House to the
King-Emperor, and the alliance of Baroda with the
Crown, which had endured for a century. The Prince
replied with equal cordiality, paying a well-merited
tribute to the Maharaja's 'enlightened policy', which "has
now perfected an advanced and orderly administration